
 Disposable absorbent hygiene products (AHPs) (diapers, menstrual products) havemade an important contribution to the quality of life and skin health of millions of people. 
Regulatory classifications and requirements vary across products and countries 
Classical toxicological approach of hazard identification, exposure assessment followed by risk assessment to mitigate any safety concern of intentional as well as unintentional presence of substances is
applied. 
Major ingredients, which construct the AHPs, are well characterized from a safety perspective. Possible presence of trace chemicals have led to questions on the safe use of AHPs in the recent years.
 EDANA (European disposables and nonwoven association) volunteered to champion a transparent trust building initiative, The EDANA Stewardship Program CODEX , to self- regulate trace chemicals
possibly present in AHPs and demonstrate that AHPs are safe for consumers. 

TM

The EDANA Stewardship Program includes state-of-the-art scientific and standardized methodologies (CEN Workshop Agreement 18062), a list of guidance values for each substance, which are used as
analytical thresholds and are based on regulatory limits as well as national guidelines. 
The CODEX guidance values are connected to the respective test method and the values as such should be decoupled from safety aspects, as they are based on regulatory/standard limits and do not include
the aspect of actual human exposure. Exposure-based risk assessment is needed to confirm safety once a trace chemical has been detected via the CODEX testing method (CEN Workshop Agreement 18062.)
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Abstract

Identification of substances of potential concern in the product
Key parameters to define the exposure

Tiered assessment of exposure

Product characteristics:

A look inside your pad or napkin

KEY EXPOSURE PARAMETERS

EXAMPLE OF EXPOSURE CALCULATION
Napkin or panty liner:

Tampon:

The EDANA Stewardship Programme for AHPs is a voluntary initiative of the
nonwovens industry

The core part of this Program are the minimum voluntary guidance values for trace
chemicals, which ensure consumer safety: The EDANA CODEX™ 

The Program addresses concerns regarding possible trace chemicals that may be
found in AHPs when sensitive analytical methods are applied in specialized
laboratories.

It provides increased transparency and enhanced reassurance for consumers
regarding trace levels of impurities found in AHPs. 

Potential trace chemicals are well below existing regulatory limits and pose no risk
to consumers and are reassuring consumers that products are safe to use.

Building Trust: EDANA Stewardship Program for AHPs

Key aspects
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